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Bethel Lutheran exists to serve all people with the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

God’s Goodness Gathers the Lost to Himself 



Opening Hymn  724     Voices Raised to You We Offer 
1  Voices raised to you we offer; Tune them, God, for songs of praise.  
Hearts and hands we bring in tribute For your gifts through all our days.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Triune God, to you we sing! 
 
2  All creation joins to praise you; Earth and sky your works display.  
Art and music, gifts you lend us, We return to you today.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! God, Creator, source of life! 
 
3  Christ, the song of love incarnate, Touching earth with heaven’s grace.  
For your living, suff’ring, dying, For your rising, hear our praise!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ, Redeemer, Lord of life! 
 
4  Spirit, flaming through creation, Kindle faith within each heart.  
Lift our voices high in chorus; Through our hands your love impart.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Spirit, Helper, breath of life! 
 
5  How can any praise we offer Measure all the thanks we owe!  
Take our hearts and hands and voices-Gifts of love we can bestow.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Triune God, to you we sing! 
 

 
Invocation 
P: We worship in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 
children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, 
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, 
and take away my guilt. 
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and the innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  
May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
 
C: (spoken) Amen 
 



Song of Praise    
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
All: O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love. 
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;  
 you make us pure and holy in your sight. 
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all. 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.  
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to live with us;  
 you made your Father known;  
 you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 
You are the King of glory; you are the Lord! 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do anything 
that is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live according to your will; through 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Epistle Lesson   Ephesians 2: 8-22 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 
11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 

“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body 
by human hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded 
from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and 
without God in the world.  

 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the 

blood of Christ.  14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with 
its commands and regulations.  

 
His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making 

peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he 



put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and 
peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one 
Spirit. 

 
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with 

God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building 
is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are 
being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 
 
 
Psalm of the Day          CWS: 773 
 

Refrain 
P:  How good it is and how pleasant to live in unity and peace.  
C:  How good it is and how pleasant to live together in one Lord. 

 
P:  In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, agree in ev’rything you say.  

May there be no divisions among you, but be united in one mind. 
C:  For there is one Lord, one faith, one God of us all. 
 

 
P:  How good it is and how pleasant to live in unity and peace.  
C:  How good it is and how pleasant to live together in one Lord. 

 
P:  Live a life that is worthy of your call; be humble, gentle, and patient.  

Bear with each other in ways that are loving; preserve the unity of faith.  
C:  For there is one Lord, one faith, one God of us all. 
 

 
P:  How good it is and how pleasant to live in unity and peace.  
C:  How good it is and how pleasant to live together in one Lord. 

 
P:  Share the love that has joined us as one; unite in spirit and ideals.  

Never be rivals; do not be conceited, but look to others in their need. 
C:  For there is one Lord, one faith, one God of us all. 
 

 
P:  How good it is and how pleasant to live in unity and peace.  
C:  How good it is and how pleasant to live together in one Lord. 

 
 



Gospel Lesson  Mark 6: 30-34 
The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 

31 Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a 
chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some 
rest.” 

32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33 But many who saw 
them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of 
them. 34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because 
they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 

 

 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  (spoken)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
Hymn  of the Day  436     Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep 

1  Jesus, Shepherd of the sheep, Who your Father’s flock does keep, 
Safe we wake and safe we sleep, Guarded still by you. 
 
2  In your promise firm we stand; None can take us from your hand. 
Speak-we hear-at your command, We will follow you. 
 
3  By your blood our souls were bought; By your life salvation wrought; 
By your light our feet are taught, Lord, to follow you. 
 
4  Father, draw us to your Son; We with joy will follow on 
Till the work of grace is done, There to live with you. 
 
5  We, in robes of glory dressed, Join th’ assembly of the blest, 
Gathered to eternal rest In the fold with you. 

 
 
Sermon Theme:                Pastor Cox 

To Seek and Save the Lost 
God’s Passion 
Our Priority 

 
 
 
The Prayer of the Church 
 
 



 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C:  (spoken)  Amen. 
 
 

 
 


